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‘Warns Against

‘ Lettuce Grown Here

Residents of Columbia
Falls are advised not to eat
leltuce grown here because
of high fluoride content from
Industrial sources,

Dr. Joe C. Eliiott, an associ-
ate of Dr. Clarence Gordon,
professor of botany at the
University of Montana, is
sampling and studying vegeta-
tion.. Partial support comes
from a federal grant, '

Dr. Elliott said that the Unl-

; versity of Wisconsin Alumni

M e

Research PFoundation tests
found triple the mazimum ac.
ceptable amounts of fluoride
in local vegetation, He referred
to State Board of Health ae-.
ceptable levels of fluoride to
lthe extent of 35 parts per mil- ..
ion. E
He added that lettuce “grows,
beautifully,” but he doesn't
feel it advisable to eat. Other
leaf plants such as cabbage
are affected, but to less ex-
tent, while root crops such as

carrots and radishes are safe
as are fruits and string beans,

Dr. Elliott said that the Wis-
consin tests show Fonderosa
Pine with dead needles in Col-
umbia Falls containing “high
fluoride” quantities, and added
that gladioli are also harmed.

ating

He also told of redents killed
near the Apaconda Aluminum
Co. plant having comparatively
high amounts of fluoride in
their bones. Another comment
was that fluorides weaken trees
which in turn are more subject
to insects.
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AAC Scientists Study Cloims

Claims Ofmﬁ?yut::
vegotation cal
Anaconda Aluminum Co., Col-

umbla Falls plant, were inves-
tigated by a group of scientists
‘this past week.

In the Flathead were: Dr.
George Edmends, antimologist
from the University of Utah;
Dr. Mike Treschow, plant path-
ologist, University of Utah;
Dr. Leonard Weinstein, Boyce-
Thompson Institute; Dr. John
Suttie, bio-chemist, University
of Wisconsin, .

The scientists are in process

of compiling their report, and
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were in the area four days.
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